Application Guidelines
Thank you for considering an application to the “AgeTech 2026 Award.” Before submitting your materials, please carefully review the Application Guidelines on our website as well as the Important Notes for Preparing Application Materials below.
Application Period
May 1 (Thu) – July 10 (Fri), 2026 (Self-nomination and third-party nomination accepted)
Award Ceremony
Scheduled for November–December 2026 (Exact date will be announced once confirmed)
Award Categories
Following the review by the Selection Committee, the Award will recognize the initiatives listed below:
· Minister’s Award(s)
· Digital Minister’s Award (1 recipient planned)
· Additional Ministerial Awards may be granted if multiple initiatives are deemed worthy by other ministries.
· Grand Prize
· If no initiative qualifies for a Minister’s Award, one initiative will be selected as the Grand Prize winner.
· Excellence Awards (approx. 3 initiatives)
· Recognizing initiatives of high merit following the Grand Prize.
· Best Research Award (1–2 initiatives)
· Recognizing outstanding research, including basic research.
· Next-Generation Award (several initiatives)
· Recognizing excellent initiatives led by university students, graduate students, or high school students.
Notes:
· Technologies selected as the Grand Prize may be recommended for ministerial commendation upon passing both the Forum’s and relevant ministries’ review processes.
· Approximately 5–7 additional initiatives may receive commendations from supporting ministries or from the Chair of the Selection Committee / Advisory Board.
· In cases where scores differ by only one point, two Minister’s Awards may be selected.
· Special Awards may be granted for initiatives demonstrating exceptional contributions.
1. Eligible Initiatives
Initiatives in Japan that utilize Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) to address societal challenges in a super-aged society, enhance inclusiveness and well-being, and contribute to achieving the SDGs and the UN Decade of Healthy Ageing.
Eligible initiatives include:
· Research and development
· Product or service development
· Public communication and awareness activities
· Social implementation projects
No restrictions are placed on field, application, novelty, or technological level. Initiatives with potential for domestic or global deployment are welcome.
2. Application Requirements
Eligibility
Applicants may include:
· Local governments
· Private companies
· Universities, technical colleges, public research institutes, national R&D agencies
· Public-interest corporations, NPOs
· Educational institutions (high schools, junior high schools)
· Community groups, citizen networks, etc.
Conditions:
· The initiative must already be in operation (not only in planning or research stage).
· Self-nomination or third-party nomination is accepted (self-nomination encouraged).
· The initiative must be conducted within Japan.
3. Application Process
(1) Submission
· Complete the application form available on the Award website.
· Submit via the “Application Page”.
· Deadline extensions may occur depending on applicant circumstances.
(2) Screening Process
Two-stage review:
1. Document Screening (mid-June – late July 2026)
2. Online Interview Screening (late July – early August 2026)
· Approx. 30 minutes per organization
· Presentation materials required (separate from the application form)
(3) Award Ceremony
· Held during the Well-Aging Economic Forum in Nov–Dec 2026
· Results will be announced publicly via press release
· Awardees will be notified in advance
4. Application Rules
· One application per organization.
· “See attached” or replacing form fields with attachments is not permitted.
· Optional reference materials must be submitted as PDF, A4, within 10 pages / 2MB.
· Password-protected files are not accepted.
· Websites or video links cannot be used as reference materials.
5. Post-Award Promotion
Awarded initiatives may receive:
· Presentation opportunities at the Well-Aging Economic Forum
· Invitations to related events, seminars, exhibitions
· Opportunities for collaboration with ministries, municipalities, companies, VCs
· Introductions to international partners (e.g., embassies, universities, JETRO)
· Media coverage recommendations
· Potential participation in Expo 2025 Osaka-related programs
Even non-awarded initiatives with strong evaluations may be introduced through the Forum’s communication channels.
6. Intellectual Property & Compliance
· All intellectual property rights remain with the applicant.
· Applicants are responsible for securing legal protection (e.g., patents) before submission.
· Applications violating laws or containing fraudulent information will be invalidated.
· Event format may change due to public health conditions; related costs are borne by applicants.
Contact
Well-Aging Economic Forum Secretariat Meguro-ku, Tokyo Contact via the inquiry page on: https://www.wellaging-forum.org/

